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Grant Brings Second Chinese Teacher to Winton Woods Schools

Forest Park—A one-year grant from the Teachers of Critical Languages Program (TCLP) has a brought a second Chinese teacher to the Winton Woods School District to teach Chinese language classes to students at the district’s intermediate and middle schools. Winton Woods is one of only 15 districts nationwide to receive the one-year grant for a Chinese teacher. 

  

Chinese teacher Erin Gong was welcomed to the district in August and has begun teaching two conversational Chinese classes to seventh graders at Winton Woods Middle School and Chinese enrichment classes to students at Winton Woods Intermediate School. “I am going to teach students at Winton Woods Middle School some simple sentences to help them to use simple Chinese in some daily situations,” said Gong.  “I am also going to introduce some cultural background knowledge to students, hoping to help them understand China better.”
“Our vision is to prepare students for an increasingly global society, including teaching Chinese (or Spanish) to all students in grades 3-7, and to offer Chinese I through AP Chinese as an elective course for students in grades 8-12,” said Winton Woods Superintendent Dr. Camille Nasbe.
Gong recently spent a week observing fifth and sixth grade Chinese classes at Winton Woods Intermediate School with Chinese teacher Amanda Zou. She’ll soon start working with students who demonstrate interest and advanced proficiency with their lessons. Nasbe said the daily enrichment class will delve more deeply into the state curriculum that can’t be accomplished on the weekly class schedule.  
#
PHOTO CAPTION: Erin Gong (right) joins Amanda Zou teaching Chinese language and culture to students in Winton Woods City Schools. 
